
CQ MONEYLINE USER GUIDE

Welcome to CQ MoneyLine. With more than 25 years of data on political contributions, 
CQ MoneyLine is the most comprehensive, timely and objective resource on money in 

politics.

CQ MoneyLine relies on a powerful database that compiles vital information from multiple 
sources, including the FEC, IRS, House and Senate. As a result, you can follow the flow of 
money in politics—and assess what it means for your interests.

To assist you in retrieving the information you need, some of the most popular searches are 
included in this User Guide. We hope these searches provide you with your first step in using 
the site.

As always, should you require any assistance using the site, please contact our Account 
Management team at 202-419-8511 or hotline@cq.com.

We look forward to serving you.

Please be advised that all information in CQ MoneyLine is copyrighted. As such, by using your assigned username and password, 
you agree not to download or otherwise distribute (in print, electronic Web or intranet format) material appearing on the site 
without prior written permission from CQ. The sole exception is that you may download or reproduce a single print copy for 
internal use in the ordinary course of business.
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The CQ MoneyLine homepage is a source of recent news on money in politics and is the 
starting point for the creation of specific searches.

From this page, you will be able to access reference sources including: a calendar of key filing 
dates, information on contribution limits, a list of abbreviations for PACs (PACRONYMS), 
political party abbreviations and campaign finance reports from the Congressional Research 
Service.

CQ MoneyLine relies on a powerful database that compiles vital information from multiple 
sources, including the FEC, IRS, House and Senate, and delivers that information to those who 
monitor money in politics. 

Homepage Overview
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Using the campaign finance lookup tool

1.  From the homepage, you can access the campaign finance lookup tool, which 
enables you to perform complex searches. This tool is available on every page of 
CQ MoneyLine including the PACs & 527s, Candidates and Lobbying landing 
pages that also offer additional search features.

2.  Using the pulldown menu you can pinpoint campaign finance details for:
	 •	Individual	donors
	 •	PAC/Party/527	as	donor
	 •	PAC/Party/527	as	recipient
	 •	Candidate	as	recipient
	 •	Disbursement
	 •	Sponsored	travel
	 •	Independent	expenditures
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1.  Using the campaign finance lookup tool, you can search for precise information 
on individual donors using multiple search criteria. You can search for individual 
donors	by	name,	zip	code,	state,	city	and	employer/occupation.	Using	the	
pulldown menu to the right of the search criteria, you can select specific election 
cycles. 

In the example below, the search specifies the individual donor by “Name,” “State” 
and	“Employer/occupation.”	Also,	the	2007-2008	election	cycle	is	selected.	Click	
“Go.”

2. The next screen displays your search results.

View contributions by individual donors
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3.  To view the actual filing, click “View filing.” This will display the actual filing as it 
was submitted to the FEC.
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1.  You can use the campaign finance lookup tool to download information on 
individual donors to spreadsheet format.

	 	In	the	search	below,	the	“Employer/occupation”	and	“State”	criteria	for	the	
election cycle 2007-2008 are selected.

Download individual donor data

2.  The next screen displays your search results. To download the information to 
spreadsheet	format,	click	on	the	“Download	Data”	link	at	the	top	of	the	screen.
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3.  A dialogue box appears to confirm that you are downloading the spreadsheet file.

4.  Click “OK” to view the spreadsheet that includes the records for the individual 
donors that match your search criteria.
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1.  On the “PACs, Parties & 527s” tab of the search tool, enter in the name of an 
organization and select an election cycle. In the example below, “Altria” was 
entered for the 2007-2008 election cycle. Click “Go.”

2.  From the search results, you can select: a) the organization name to get its PAC 
profile, b) “View filings” to access its FEC filings and c) “View affiliates” to access 
a list of related organizations.

3.  The PAC profile shows financial summaries, including receipts and 
disbursements. You can access details on the sources of the contributions and 
details of PAC expenses.

Search for and view a PAC profile (by organization)

If you would like to display information on a specific PAC or 527, you can access this data from 
the lookup tool at the top of the page.
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4.  The PAC profile page shows contributions to House and Senate candidates by 
month. You can click on the links to view details on the donations.

5.  The PAC profile page lists contributions to candidates, other PACs and party 
committees. The page includes detailed breakdowns of contributions by party 
dating to the 1979-80 election cycle. 
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6.  The PAC profile page enables you to access the donations made by related 
PACs and 527s.

8.  From the lobby firm client profile page, you can view the semi-annual 
disclosures for the PAC’s sponsoring organization, as reported by the 
lobbying firm.

7.  The PAC profile page lists the lobbyists who are registered to lobby on 
behalf of the PAC’s corporation, association, union, etc. By clicking on 
any of the listed firms, you can access the lobby firm client profile page to 
see the complete history of the lobbying firm’s relationship with the PAC’s 
sponsoring organization.
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1.  To view the financial summaries of a specific type of PAC during any given 
election cycle dating to 1979-80, click on the “PACs & 527s” tab to view the PACs 
& 527s landing page. From this page, you can view several reports that give you 
the details behind who is giving to PACs and where the PACs are contributing 
their money.

2.  In the example below, “Corporate PACs” and “2007-2008” are selected.

3.  You can sort the chart (and any other financial summaries charts from the “PACs 
& 527s” landing page) by clicking on the title of the column. In the example 
below, Corporate PACs are listed by Total Receipts, from highest to lowest.

Search for and view a PAC profile (by PAC type)
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4.  From the landing page, you can also access donation and expenditure reports for 
527s	through	the	“Rankings	and	reports”	box.	Click	“Donors	to	key	527	groups”	
to view the top donors in a specific election cycle.

5.  You can click on the dollar amounts shown to view an itemized list of the 
donations.

6.  In the “Rankings and reports” box, click “527 organizations grouped by receipts” 
to view the receipts and disbursements of the 527s. You can view each 527’s party 
affiliation (if applicable) and whether it is a CQ MoneyLine key 527 group (i.e. 
groups that have a national presence and influence federal elections).
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1.  To view contributions to a specific candidate during a given election cycle, enter 
the candidate’s name on the campaign finance lookup tool. Using the pulldown 
menu on the left, you can either select congressional candidates or presidential 
candidates. In the example below, “Carl Levin” is searched during the 2007-2008 
election cycle.

2.  Click on the candidate’s name to view the financial profile for the candidate.

3.  The candidate profile page displays an overview of the candidate, including 
committee assignments and contact details for incumbents. Click on “See 
complete legislative profile” to view the candidate’s profile.*

View contributions to candidates (by name)

* Access to legislative profiles requires a subscription to CQ Member Profiles.
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6.  The candidate profile page includes a financial summary for all the candidates 
who ran for a specific position during the selected election cycle. To view the 
financial details for any of the candidates, click on their name.

4.  Scroll down the candidate profile page to view receipts and disbursements.

5.  You can view PAC contributions to the candidate by industry sector.
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7.   One the right side of the candidate landing page, you can view the member’s 
government-funded foreign travel and the member’s privately funded travel. In 
the example below, “Members privately funded travel paid by private groups” is 
selected.

8.   All of the member’s privately funded travel during the selected election cycle is 
displayed.

9.			To	view	the	details	of	PACs/527s	that	are	related	to	the	candidate,	click	on	the	
organization name.
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1.  From the candidate landing page, you can view financial summary information 
for congressional and presidential races dating to the 1979-80 election cycle. You 
can also view the top PAC donors to candidate’s campaign committees and the 
candidate money leaders.

2.  On the right side of the candidate landing page, you can view the latest 
candidate e-filers. CQ MoneyLine posts this information within one hour of it 
being reported to the FEC.

View contributions to candidates (via the landing page)
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3.  The candidate landing page displays the top 10 House and Senate candidates by 
receipts. To view the CQ MoneyLine candidate profile for the selected election 
cycle, click on the candidate’s name. To get a complete list of candidates by 
receipts for the election cycle, click “More.”

4.  The candidate landing page will also display the top 10 presidential candidates by 
receipt. To view the CQ MoneyLine candidate profile for a specific candidate on 
the list, click the candidate’s name. In the examples that follow, “McCain, John 
S.,” is selected.

 To view a complete list of candidates 
by receipts for the given election cycle, 
click “More.”



Questions? Contact 202-419-8511 or hotline@cq.com • http://moneyline.cq.com

19

5.  Clicking on the candidate name takes you to the candidate profile. The financial 
summary includes total receipts and disbursements as well as PAC contributions 
by industry. 

6.  At the bottom of the page, a chart showing the presidential candidates with 
activity during the 2007-2008 election cycle displays. This chart includes the totals 
through the last filing, party affiliation, total receipts, total disbursements, total 
received from PACs and individuals, cash on hand, and debts owed.
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Search for lobbying firms (by organization)

1.  Using the search tool, select the “Lobbyists, Lobby Firms & Clients” tab. From 
the resulting pulldown menu, you can select from “Search all,” “Enter a lobbyist 
name”	or	“Lobbying	firms/clients.”	In	the	example	below,	“Lobbying	firms/
clients” is selected and “Toyota” is entered into the search box.

2.  The list shows the firms that have registered to lobby on behalf of General Motors. 
It	details	the	Senate	Office	of	Public	Records	ID	number	for	the	filing,	the	status	of	
the	filing	and	when	the	firm	filed.	To	view	a	specific	lobby	firm/client	profile,	click	
on the result from the list.

3.  The lobby firm-client relationship profile links to the lobbyist’s original filing for 
the client and the semiannual report filing.
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Search for lobbying firms (via the landing page)

1.  To view lobbying registrations by lobbyist name, issue or a specific date range, 
click on the “Lobbying” tab. CQ MoneyLine includes lobbyist registration 
information dating to January 1, 1999.

2.  The lobbying summary report includes mid-year and year-end totals for every 
filing period dating to July 1998 as well as quarterly and semiannual reports for 
the current year. Use the selector to refresh data from the desired cycle and 
change the tables below. From the lobbying landing page, you can view the 
organizations and industries that spend the most on lobbying.
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3.  You can access top lobbying firms by billing amount for any semiannual reporting 
cycle dating from July 1998.

4.  You can access the top 10 clients who have paid the most for lobbying services 
during any semiannual reporting cycle dating to July 1998.
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Search for lobbying firms (by issue)

1.  To search for lobbying registration details for a specific registrant, by issue or 
during a specific date range, use the search box on the lobbying firm landing 
page. In the box below, “Education” is selected. Click “Go.”

2.  Your results will include all lobbyists who have filed by issue under “Education.” 

3.  To view the details of a specific registration, click on the organization’s name. 
In the example below, “University of Richmond,” is selected. You can access the 
lobby	firm	client	profile	for	this	relationship.	It	includes	the	client	and	lobbyist/
firm	name,	as	well	as	the	Senate	ID	number.	You	can	view	recent	registration	or	
the semi-annual filings. 
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4.  In the example below, the “2008 Registration,” is selected. You can view the filing 
as it was submitted to the Senate Office of Public Records.

5.  To access information on the lobbyist or lobby firm, including a list of all clients, 
click	the	lobbyist/firm	name	in	the	lobby	firm	client	profile.

6.  The lobby firm profile page provides general information about the lobbyist or 
firm. 
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7.  You can view PACs related to the organizations listed as clients of the firm. 

8.  From the lobby firm profile, click on the “contributions” tab to access the firm’s 
contributions list by payee.


