White House Line on War Cost Called Too Low

Three independent assessments place the cost of the wars in Iraq and view of the Congressional Budget Office to $23 billion in the estimate of
Afghanistan, plus anti-terrorism activities, at amounts in excess of the the Congressional Research Service. These agencies also allocate their
Bush administration’s figures. The difference ranges from $16 billion in estimates in somewhat different ways: CRS breaks down the cost by

the estimate of the Government Accountability Office to $18 billion in the  operation, while CBO separates amounts by spending bill.

Estimates on the total cost of the war, 2001- 2007* Congressional Research Service estimates of war costs, in billions
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Total cost, CBO estimate: $432.6 billion
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